I

For example, during the academic
year, September to July, we have a
steady stream of school groups here
in Broadstairs. These groups now
come from seven or eight different
countries, giving us an international
mix in most weeks. School groups are
very rewarding for all of us as we
know that the students get so much
out of their stay, in terms of
communicative ability, developed
confidence and an insight into British
culture and go back to school with
renewed enthusiasm for their English
lessons.

We also teach business people
year-round, run special courses in
Broadstairs, Penzance and in other
countries, deliver teacher training
courses and spend a lot of time
on professional development and
the production of new teaching
materials.

So, we have very few quiet weeks
which, | have to say, we are grateful
for! If your students have been with
us this year, thank you for your
continued support. If they weren't,
well, we hope to work with you next

year!

DUSINEsSs course.

The course ran from nine o'clock in
the morning through to the late
afternoon. It consisted of a series of
connected authentic activities — all
using English. The trainees spent the
day making executive decisions,
planning marketing strategies, tracking
the progress of their products over the
course of a year's sales and then
making adjustments to their marketing
plans to take into account the
successes and failures of their
monthly sales. The trainees were very
enthusiastic about the prospect of
running a record company and by the
end of the day we had a “winner”, the
group that had made the most profit
over the course of the “year”. The
facts and figures behind all of the
decision-making were a direct result of
my experience in the music business
in the 1980s, which | hope gave the
experience a feeling of authenticity.

INTERNET RESOURCES
FOR ENGLISH

LANGUAGE TEACHERS

This was the title of a seminar led by
Andy, with Kevin's technical

assistance, in Catania in the spring.
The idea was to show teachers what

circumstances where their schools do
not have tremendous resources (“But
my school has only one computer!”)
and time devoted to materials which
could be found for the development of
the four skills.

The session ended with participants
putting their questions to Dave, a very
entertaining chat-bot. A Powerpoint
presentation with lots of links to the
resources discussed can be found on
our website (kentschoolofenglish.com/
catania).
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